
Toppesfield & Gainsford End 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

A signpost to our future  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today we have an opportunity to influence future plans for our 
village. As you are probably aware, a vision for the future of 
Toppesfield & Gainsford End is being prepared by our Steering 
Group.  
 
We are asking everyone in the village to participate in the 
Neighbourhood Plan. This is your chance to have your opinions 
and ideas recorded for the formation of the plan.  
 
Personal details will not be used for any other purposes other 
than to verify the information given and to keep you updated 
with progress. You may choose not to have your personal 
details included on this questionnaire. 
 
We have included boxes for you to add comments and further 
information. If there is not enough space, please feel free to 
use additional paper. 
 
Please only complete if you are over the age of 18 
 
Please return completed questionnaires to the village shop  

  



1 About You 
 
 
 
Name _________________________________________    M             F 
 
 
Please circle 
 
 
Age 18-25   26-35   36-45   46-55 
 
 
 
56-65   66-75   over 75 
 
 
 
Address________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
E-Mail Address__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Occupation_____________________________________________ 
 
 
How long have you lived in Toppesfield or Gainsford End?  __________ 
 
How many children under 18 live in your house? (only fill this once per  
 
household) __________________ 
 
 
Ages of Children _____    ______   _______     _______ 
 

  



2 Housing 
 

Currently approximately 15 new houses have been identified by residents from the 
housing needs survey.  

 
These have been identified as follows  

 
 
Tick all boxes you think are in line with your ideas. These are some of the suggestions 
 

TYPE TICK TYPE TICK 

Affordable - Housing Association 
 

 Self build  

Affordable – Community controlled 
trust 

 Starter homes (incl. Shared 
ownership) 

 

Open market (Private sale/market 
price) 

 Discounted  

 
Do you think that when considering new housing it should be weighted to families 
which would support our village school and nursery ?  

YES  NO 
 
Add any comments on your specific housing needs or other types of housing you feel 
would be appropriate for Toppesfield & Gainsford End  
 

 
 
 
 
Would you be happy with development of houses in one or two places or would you 
prefer any new housing to be scattered throughout the village on smaller plots 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 



Sustainable developments 
 
What other requirements would you like to see in planning approvals for new 
developments,?  e.g. heating systems based on renewable energy; paths and driveways 
designed to allow water to soak away rather than run off into road. 
 
 

 



 

  



  



3 The environment 
 
At the heart of the neighbourhood plan will be the maintenance and enhancement of the 
natural and built environment. The centre of Toppesfield  is already a Conservation 
area with a number of Listed Buildings. This provides a context for any future 
development. 

 

Are you satisfied with the existing footpath and  

bridleway network in the parish          YES        NO 

 

If not, what improvements can you suggest 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to see more trees planted in the parish?    YES  NO 

 

If so, where would you like to see more trees 

 

 
 
Do you value the existing green open spaces in the village?    YES    NO 
 

Have you any suggestions to improvements to the existing green open spaces 
 
 

 
  



 
Should the village be doing more to preserve and protect nature and wildlife in the 
Parish? 
 
Any suggestions would be welcome 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
On a scale of 1-5 how important is the environment to you?       1 is low priority and 5 is 
high priority 
 
 

___________ 
  



4 Visual Character of the village 
 
I like the image of how it is now            YES  NO 
 
 
I would like to change the visual character of the village              YES            NO 
 
Your suggestions for change 

 
 
On a scale of 1-5 how important is the impression and character of the village for you? 
 
 1 is low priority and 5 is high priority 
 
      _________ 
 
5 Sustainable developments  
 
Definition “Meets the needs of the present while considering the future generation.” The 
cost  of use of energy is going to be increasingly an important issue of the next 20 years. 
Should the village have policies to improve sustainable living 
 
Have you insulated your house       YES  NO 
 
Would you be interested in advice on insulating your 
house to lower your energy bills       YES  NO  
 
Would you support a community energy project to 
 investigate an alternative to oil heating     YES  NO 
 
Should the village invest in electric car charging facility  YES  NO 
 
On a scale of 1-5 how important is sustainable 
 development for you? 1 is low priority 
 and 5 is high priority        _______ 
 
Further comments 
 

 
  



6 Village amenities, the shop, post office, pub, village hall nurser 
 
SHOP 
 
Do you use the shop         YES  NO 
 
 
If so how often (please circle)   daily  weekly    monthly    never 
 
 On a scale of 1 to 5 (with 5 high importance) 
 how important is it to you      _______ 
 
Do you have any suggestions for improving the shop? 
 
 

 
 
 
Shop Post Office 
 
Do you use the Post Office in the shop    YES  NO 
  
If so how often (please circle)   Weekly Monthly        Never 
 
Do you have any suggestions for improving the Post Office provided by the shop ? 
 
 

 
Pub 
 
On a scale of 1 to 5, (with 5 high importance) how important is the pub to you?    ________ 
 
Village Hall 
 
Do you use the village hall? YES NO 
 

On a scale of 1 to 5 (with 5 high importance) how important 
is it to you to maintain the village hall?           ______ 
 
 
 
 

  



 

THE Village Hall 
What events/ activities do you attand in the village hall 
 

 
 
 
Do you have any suggestions for further uses of the village hall that would encourage you to use it 
more ? 
 
 
 
    
 
 
       

 
 
 
           

7 Transport & Traffic Management 
 
Public Transport 
 
Do you use public transport      YES  NO 
 
If so, how often (please circle)  daily  weekly  occasionally 
 
Where is your primary destination     __________________? 
 
What improvements would you like to see in public transport? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parking 
 

Do you have any views on parking in the village? If so please comment here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



8 Local Businesses  
 
 
Several businesses operate in and around Toppesfield & Gainsford End . We believe 
it would be beneficial for the community to support existing businesses where 
possible and to attract new businesses by promoting Toppesfield & Gainsford End  
location and benefits. 
 
How do you find out about local trades people? Tick all that apply. 

 
 
By word of mouth 
 

 

From advertisement in the Parish Magazine 
 

 

From advertising in local papers 
 

 

Google Search  
  

 
Considering Toppesfield & Gainsford End parish alone, can you tell us which local 
trades people or professions you have used 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you think we might increase local businesses? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

9 Changes in your working habits  

As a result of the pandemic have you 

 been working more from home?   YES       NO 

 

Do you see this continuing into the future   YES  NO 

 

As a result of working from home do you have any suggestions for additional facilities in the 
village ? 

 

  



10 Community infrastructure: 
 
Do you partake in any of these activities locally ? 
 
Walking, including dog walking     YES     NO 
 
Running or jogging      YES     NO 
 
Cycling       YES     NO 
 
Horse riding       YES     NO 
 
Visual arts, crafts      YES     NO 
 
Music and performing arts     YES     NO 
 
Do your children use the village school   YES   NO 
 
Do your children use the village nursery   YES   NO 
 
Football       YES     NO 
l 
Other outdoor team or individual sport or activity  YES     NO 
 
Indoor team or individual sport activity   YES     NO 
 
Children's play equipment     YES     NO 
 
Gardening/allotment      YES     NO 
 
Community involvement (clubs, etc.)    YES     NO 
 
Tennis        YES   NO 
 
Cricket        YES   NO 
 
Exercise classes      YES   NO 
  



Other 
 
If other activities please list here 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you use the playing field ?    YES   NO 
 
If so for what activity 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any other comments on the future plans for our village? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this questionnaire. 
Your contribution is important! It is only with the full 
involvement of all villagers that we can get a clear vision 
of what the village wants, in order to reflect your needs in 
our Neighbourhood Plan. 

 


